
 
 

MONTANA BOARD OF HOUSING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday, August 13, 2014: 
 

I. 8:30 A.M. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – Chair JP Crowley  
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY PUBLIC MATTER THAT IS NOT ON THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING AND 
THAT IS WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE AGENCY 
 

III. AGENDA ITEMS  
Multifamily Program (Mary Bair) 

 Fort Harrison Waiver Request 
 Southern Lights Billings MT Loan Request 

 
IV. ADJORNMENT 

 

 All agenda items are subject to Board action after public comment. We make an effort to ensure that 
our meetings are held at facilities that are fully accessible to persons with disabilities.  Any persons needing reasonable 
accommodations must notify the Housing Division at 406-841-2840 or TDD 406-841-2702 before the scheduled meeting to allow 
for arrangements. 
 

Future Meeting Dates & Locations: (subject to change) 
Day , Date Location Day , Date Location 

Monday, September 15, 2014 Billings Monday, November17, 2014 Helena 
Monday, October 13, 2014 no meeting Monday, December 8, 2014 no meeting  

Friday, January 9, 2015 Helena Monday, July 13, 2015 no meeting 
Monday, February 9, 2015 no meeting Monday, August 10, 2015 ?? 

Monday, March 9, 2015 ?? Monday, September 14, 2015 Helena 
Monday, April 13, 2015 Havre Monday, October 12, 2015 no meeting 
Monday, May 11, 2015 no meeting Monday, November 9, 2015 Helena 
Monday, June 8, 2015 Fairmont Monday, December 14, 2015 no meeting 

    
    

 

 
Conference Call 

(877) 273-4202 and then this number when prompted:  7233056# 
 

Montana Board of Housing (406) 841-2840 
 

http://www.housing.mt.gov/


 
 
 
 

Memorandum 
 
To: Board Members 
 Montana Board of Housing 
 
From: Board Staff 
 
Date: August 13, 2014 
 
RE: Community for Veterans 2nd request for waiver of deadline for Letter of Intent 
 

The Montana Department of Commerce was successful in our application to receive 40 HUD 
VASH vouchers for the Freedom’s Path project at Ft Harrison. 

 
Because of this award Community for Veterans has requested that the Board reconsider waiving 

the deadline for its Letter of Intent and allow them to submit an application by August 25, 2014. 
 
We have attached the following for your consideration: 

• Community for Veterans Request 
• Announcement of HUD VASH vouchers in Montana 
• June 2014 Board Meeting Information 
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From: Adam Gratzer
To: Brensdal, Bruce
Cc: Parker, David; Bair, Mary
Subject: Freedom"s Path
Date: Thursday, August 07, 2014 3:40:29 PM
Attachments: HUD AND VA ANNOUNCE VOUCHERS TO HELP 40 HOMELESS VETERANS IN MONTANA FIND PERMANENT

 HOMES .msg

Mr. Brensdal,
 
As you probably already know, we received great news!
 
The US Department of Housing and Urban Development recently announced an award of 40 HUD-
VASH vouchers to the Montana Department of Commerce (MDOC) for the Freedom’s Path project
 (see attached). We could not have accomplished this without your help. The vouchers equate to
 $208,939 annually to assist Montana Veterans. These project-based vouchers provide rental
 assistance combined with supportive services for homeless Veterans. As a condition of funding, the
 MDOC must execute an Agreement to enter into Housing Assistance Payments (AHAP) with the
 project owner, and the project must commence construction within twelve months. As you know,
 this timeline is unlikely without the aid of Low Income Housing Tax Credit equity to effect a closing. 
 
In order for Communities for Veterans to apply for a competitive 2015 LIHTC allocation in August,
 the Montana Board of Housing (Board) would have to waive the requirement to submit a Letter of
 Intent (LOI) prior to submitting its application for LIHTC.  We feel a waiver would be especially
 appropriate now because of the funding announcement.  We would like to humbly ask that you
 please request an emergency meeting of the Board to consider our request for a waiver of the LOI
 requirement in the QAP and allow this unique opportunity for Montana’s Veterans to move
 forward.   We hope to hear from you as soon as possible, so we can complete the work we have put
 into this project and prepare the application for the Board. 
 
Very Respectfully,
 
Adam Gratzer
OIF ’03 Veteran
 
 

 
 
Adam Gratzer
Project Manager
3550 South Tamiami Trail Suite 301

mailto:agratzer@cfveterans.com
mailto:bbrensdal@mt.gov
mailto:dparker@mt.gov
mailto:mbair@mt.gov
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HUD AND VA ANNOUNCE VOUCHERS TO HELP 40
HOMELESS VETERANS IN MONTANA FIND PERMANENT HOMES 


Project-based HUD-VASH vouchers will help reach the goal of ending Veteran homelessness in 2015


 


            WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced $208,939 to the Montana Department of Commerce [the State Housing Authority] to help 40 homeless Veterans find permanent housing.  The supportive housing assistance announced today is provided through the HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) Program which combines rental assistance from HUD with case management and clinical services provided by VA (see chart below). 


 


            Later this year, HUD anticipates awarding approximately 10,000 new HUD-VASH vouchers to build upon significant progress toward ending Veteran homelessness.  Since 2008, more than 59,000 vouchers have been awarded and 43,371 formerly homeless Veterans are currently in homes of their own because of HUD-VASH.  Rental assistance and support services provided through HUD-VASH are a critical resource for local communities in ending homelessness among our nation’s Veterans. 


            “We have made great progress, reducing homelessness among Veterans by 24 percent in just three years,” said HUD Secretary Julián Castro.  “These vouchers will help communities build on these gains, providing targeted assistance to reach those in need. Ending homelessness is a top priority for me, and HUD looks forward to working with the Department of Veterans Affairs to ensure that every Veteran has a place to call home in the country they risked everything to protect.” 


            “This funding allocation makes it possible to help more Veterans in Montana obtain housing and brings us steps closer to our goal of ending Veteran homelessness.  Our Veterans have selflessly answered the call of duty.  That’s why our nation has its own duty – to help homeless servicemen and women rejoin the very communities they have sacrificed so much to protect,” said HUD Rocky Mountain Regional Administrator Rick M. Garcia. “HUD-VASH is a critically important resource for Montana as the cities of Helena and Missoula have endorsed the HUD and Veterans Affairs Secretaries’ call to end Veterans’ homelessness in 2015 through the Mayors Challenge.”


 


            HUD-VASH is a critical part of the Obama Administration’s commitment to end Veteran homelessness by 2015.  Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness serves as a roadmap for how the federal government will work with state and local communities to confront the root causes of homelessness, especially among former servicemen and women. 


 


            In the HUD-VASH program, VA Medical Centers (VAMCs) work closely with homeless veterans before referring them to local housing agencies for these vouchers. Decisions are based on a variety of factors, most importantly the duration of the homelessness and the need for longer term, more intensive support in obtaining and maintaining permanent housing.  The HUD-VASH program includes both the rental assistance the voucher provides and the comprehensive case management that VAMC staff offers.


 


            Veterans participating in the HUD-VASH program rent privately owned housing and generally contribute no more than 30 percent of their income toward rent.  VA offers eligible homeless Veterans clinical and supportive services through its medical centers across the U.S., Guam and Puerto Rico.


 


###


 


 


HUD’s mission is to create strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and quality affordable homes for all. HUD is working to strengthen the housing market to bolster the economy and protect consumers; meet the need for quality affordable rental homes: utilize housing as a platform for improving quality of life; build inclusive and sustainable communities free from discrimination; and transform the way HUD does business. More information about HUD and its programs is available at www.hud.gov and espanol.hud.gov.  You can also follow HUD on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, or sign up for news alerts on HUD’s Email List.


 


 


 


			FY 2013 Project-based HUD-VASH voucher awards





			
 


State


			Public Housing Authority


			City


			Partnering VA Medical Facility


			# of Vouchers


			Amount





			Alabama


			Tuscaloosa Housing Authority 


			Tuscaloosa 


			Tuscaloosa DVAMC


			50


			$232,044





			California


			San Francisco


			San Francisco


			San Francisco VAMC


			75


			$885,294





			 


			Housing Authority County Of Los Angeles


			Alhambra


			DVA Los Angeles


			38


			$323,085





			 


			Housing Authority City Of Los Angeles


			Los Angeles


			DVA Los Angeles


			75


			$715,770





			 


			City Of San Buenaventura


			Ventura


			DVA Los Angeles


			4


			$36,203





			 


			Alameda County


			Hayward


			Palo Alto HCS


			25


			$264,327





			 


			City Of Long Beach


			Long Beach


			DVA Long Beach


			75


			$640,764





			Florida


			Jacksonville Housing Authority


			Jacksonville


			N FL/S GA VAMC


			75


			$407,637





			 


			Pinellas County


			Largo


			Bay Pines VA HCS


			16


			$111,093





			Georgia


			Nw Georgia Housing Authority


			Rome


			Duluth DVA


			25


			$125,805





			Hawaii


			Hawaii Public Housing Authority 


			Honolulu


			Pacific Islands HCS


			45


			$396,641





			Illinois


			Chicago Housing Authority


			Chicago


			Jesse Brown VAMC


			48


			$417,669





			 


			Cook County


			Chicago


			Edward Hines DVA


			72


			$563,708





			Massachusetts


			Northamptom HOUSING AUTHORITY


			Northampton


			VA Central Western MA


			36


			$187,078





			Minnesota


			Metropolitan Council Hra


			St. Paul


			Minneapolis DVAMC


			20


			$139,774





			Missouri


			City Of Columbia


			Columbia


			Harry S. Truman DVA


			25


			$100,932





			Montana


			Montana DOC Public Housing Authority


			Helena


			Montana HCS


			40


			$208,939





			North Carolina


			Chatham County


			Siler City


			Durham VAMC


			10


			$62,323





			New York


			NYC Dept. of Housing Preservation & Development


			New York City


			James J. Peters VAMC


			58


			$503,208





			Ohio


			Chillicothe Metro Housing Authority


			Chillicothe


			Chicolte DVAMC


			31


			$128,980





			 


			Fairfield Metro Housing Authority


			Lancaster


			Chicolte DVAMC


			5


			$24,142





			Oregon


			Douglas County


			Roseburg


			Roseburg VAMC


			54


			$178,803





			Tennessee


			Metropolitan Development


			Nashville


			Tennessee Valley DVA


			32


			$158,028





			Texas


			Houston Housing Authority


			Houston


			Michael E. DeBakey VAMC


			22


			$132,156





			TOTAL


			956


			$6,944,403









 


 


Charlene R. Guzman


 


Regional Public Affairs Specialist – Region VIII


Serving: CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, & WY


U.S. Dept. of Housing & Urban Development


O: 303-672-5247 M: 720-666-2587 F:303-672-5004


Denver Regional Office 


1670 Broadway


Denver, CO 80202-4801
--------------------------
Follow HUD Region 8 on Twitter: 


https://twitter.com/HUDRockyMtns


			Connect with HUD
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Sarasota, FL 34239
(p) 941-929-1270 ext.125
(c) 941-962-6252
(f) 941-929-1271
 
 
 
 
 



From: Guzman, Charlene R
To: agratzer@cfveterans.com
Subject: HUD AND VA ANNOUNCE VOUCHERS TO HELP 40 HOMELESS VETERANS IN MONTANA FIND PERMANENT

 HOMES
Date: Thursday, August 07, 2014 3:34:15 PM
Attachments: image002.png
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HUD AND VA ANNOUNCE VOUCHERS TO HELP 40

HOMELESS VETERANS IN MONTANA FIND PERMANENT HOMES 
Project-based HUD-VASH vouchers will help reach the goal of ending Veteran homelessness

 in 2015
 

            WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
 and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced $208,939 to the Montana
 Department of Commerce [the State Housing Authority] to help 40 homeless Veterans find
 permanent housing.  The supportive housing assistance announced today is provided through
 the HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) Program which combines
 rental assistance from HUD with case management and clinical services provided by VA (see
 chart below).
 
            Later this year, HUD anticipates awarding approximately 10,000 new HUD-VASH
 vouchers to build upon significant progress toward ending Veteran homelessness.  Since
 2008, more than 59,000 vouchers have been awarded and 43,371 formerly homeless Veterans
 are currently in homes of their own because of HUD-VASH.  Rental assistance and support
 services provided through HUD-VASH are a critical resource for local communities in ending
 homelessness among our nation’s Veterans.
            “We have made great progress, reducing homelessness among Veterans by 24 percent
 in just three years,” said HUD Secretary Julián Castro.  “These vouchers will help
 communities build on these gains, providing targeted assistance to reach those in need.
 Ending homelessness is a top priority for me, and HUD looks forward to working with the

mailto:Charlene.R.Guzman@hud.gov
mailto:agratzer@cfveterans.com
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/montana
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/vash








 Department of Veterans Affairs to ensure that every Veteran has a place to call home in the
 country they risked everything to protect.”
            “This funding allocation makes it possible to help more Veterans in Montana obtain
 housing and brings us steps closer to our goal of ending Veteran homelessness.  Our Veterans
 have selflessly answered the call of duty.  That’s why our nation has its own duty – to help
 homeless servicemen and women rejoin the very communities they have sacrificed so much
 to protect,” said HUD Rocky Mountain Regional Administrator Rick M. Garcia. “HUD-
VASH is a critically important resource for Montana as the cities of Helena and Missoula have
 endorsed the HUD and Veterans Affairs Secretaries’ call to end Veterans’ homelessness in
 2015 through the Mayors Challenge.”
 
            HUD-VASH is a critical part of the Obama Administration’s commitment to end
 Veteran homelessness by 2015.  Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End
 Homelessness serves as a roadmap for how the federal government will work with state and
 local communities to confront the root causes of homelessness, especially among former
 servicemen and women.
 
            In the HUD-VASH program, VA Medical Centers (VAMCs) work closely with
 homeless veterans before referring them to local housing agencies for these vouchers.
 Decisions are based on a variety of factors, most importantly the duration of the homelessness
 and the need for longer term, more intensive support in obtaining and maintaining permanent
 housing.  The HUD-VASH program includes both the rental assistance the voucher provides
 and the comprehensive case management that VAMC staff offers.
 
            Veterans participating in the HUD-VASH program rent privately owned housing and
 generally contribute no more than 30 percent of their income toward rent.  VA offers eligible
 homeless Veterans clinical and supportive services through its medical centers across the
 U.S., Guam and Puerto Rico.
 

###
 
 

HUD’s mission is to create strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and quality affordable homes
 for all. HUD is working to strengthen the housing market to bolster the economy and protect

 consumers; meet the need for quality affordable rental homes: utilize housing as a platform for
 improving quality of life; build inclusive and sustainable communities free from discrimination; and
 transform the way HUD does business. More information about HUD and its programs is available
 at www.hud.gov and espanol.hud.gov.  You can also follow HUD on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,

 or sign up for news alerts on HUD’s Email List.
 
 

 

FY 2013 Project-based HUD-VASH voucher awards

 
State

Public Housing
 Authority City

Partnering
 VA

 Medical
 Facility

# of
 Vouchers Amount

Tuscaloosa

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/veteran_information/mayors_challenge/
http://www.usich.gov/PDF/FactSheetVeterans.pdf
http://www.usich.gov/PDF/FactSheetVeterans.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/
http://espanol.hud.gov/
https://twitter.com/hudgov
http://www.facebook.com/HUD
http://instagram.com/hudgov
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/subscribe/signup&listname=HUD%20News&list=HUD-NEWS-L


Alabama
 Housing
 Authority Tuscaloosa

Tuscaloosa
 DVAMC 50 $232,044

California San Francisco
San
 Francisco

San
 Francisco
 VAMC 75 $885,294

 

Housing
 Authority County
 Of Los Angeles Alhambra

DVA Los
 Angeles 38 $323,085

 

Housing
 Authority City
 Of Los Angeles Los Angeles

DVA Los
 Angeles 75 $715,770

 
City Of San
 Buenaventura Ventura

DVA Los
 Angeles 4 $36,203

 Alameda County Hayward
Palo Alto
 HCS 25 $264,327

 
City Of Long
 Beach Long Beach

DVA Long
 Beach 75 $640,764

Florida

Jacksonville
 Housing
 Authority Jacksonville

N FL/S GA
 VAMC 75 $407,637

 Pinellas County Largo
Bay Pines
 VA HCS 16 $111,093

Georgia

Nw Georgia
 Housing
 Authority Rome

Duluth
 DVA 25 $125,805

Hawaii

Hawaii Public
 Housing
 Authority Honolulu

Pacific
 Islands
 HCS 45 $396,641

Illinois
Chicago Housing
 Authority Chicago

Jesse
 Brown
 VAMC 48 $417,669

 Cook County Chicago
Edward
 Hines DVA 72 $563,708

Massachusetts

Northamptom
 HOUSING
 AUTHORITY Northampton

VA Central
 Western
 MA 36 $187,078

Minnesota
Metropolitan
 Council Hra St. Paul

Minneapolis
 DVAMC 20 $139,774

Missouri City Of Columbia Columbia

Harry S.
 Truman
 DVA 25 $100,932

Montana

Montana DOC
 Public Housing
 Authority Helena

Montana
 HCS 40 $208,939

North
 Carolina Chatham County Siler City

Durham
 VAMC 10 $62,323

New York

NYC Dept. of
 Housing
 Preservation &
 Development

New York
 City

James J.
 Peters
 VAMC 58 $503,208

Chillicothe Metro
 Housing Chicolte



Ohio  Authority Chillicothe  DVAMC 31 $128,980

 

Fairfield Metro
 Housing
 Authority Lancaster

Chicolte
 DVAMC 5 $24,142

Oregon Douglas County Roseburg
Roseburg
 VAMC 54 $178,803

Tennessee
Metropolitan
 Development Nashville

Tennessee
 Valley
 DVA 32 $158,028

Texas
Houston Housing
 Authority Houston

Michael E.
 DeBakey
 VAMC 22 $132,156

TOTAL 956 $6,944,403
 
 

Charlene R. Guzman
 
Regional Public Affairs Specialist – Region VIII
Serving: CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, & WY
U.S. Dept. of Housing & Urban Development
O: 303-672-5247 M: 720-666-2587 F:303-672-5004
Denver Regional Office
1670 Broadway
Denver, CO 80202-4801
--------------------------
Follow HUD Region 8 on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/HUDRockyMtns
Connect with HUD
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http://www.youtube.com/HUDchannel
http://www.twitter.com/HUDnews




















 
 
 
 

Memorandum 
 
To: Board Members 
 Montana Board of Housing 
 
From: Board Staff 
 
Date: August 13, 2014 
 
RE: Southern Lights Billings MT Loan Request 

Homeword presented information on the problems at Southern Lights at the June Board meeting.  
Southern Lights Owners (Homeword)/General Contractor/Architect were in mediation until late July.  
Mediation was not successful.   Homeword expects to pursue other options.   

Homeword hopes to start remediation on the large building in mid August.  This aggressive start is to 
remediate the property by December 31, 2014 to meet year end with no compliance issues.   

Homeword will be applying for 2 loans:   

• A $350,000 loan for the large building which will be completed first  
• A $150,000 loan for the second building.   
• Several other funding sources are in motion to cover the balance of the $1.8 million 

remediation. 

MBOH holds the first position mortgage on this property, with a loan balance of $196,675. 

Recommendation:  The Board authorize staff to proceed pending usual underwriting. 
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