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The Montana Primary Care Association
• The Mission of the Montana Primary Care Association is to 

promote integrated primary healthcare to achieve health and 
well- being for Montana’s most vulnerable populations. 

• The Vision of MPCA is health equity for all Montanans. 

• The Values of MPCA are collaboration, integrity and innovation. 

• MPCA’s members are the 14 Community Health Centers
and four Urban Indian clinics (Great Falls, Missoula, Helena, and 
Billings) 

• CHCs serve more than 115,000 Montanans with comprehensive 
primary care services. 



Health Centers in Montana 



Source: Bipartisan Policy Center



2018 Total # of Unique Patients by Health Center
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Homeless Population Served
2016 - 2018 STATE TOTALS 2016 2017 2018

Homeless 5,861 5,006 5,177 

 -

 200

 400

 600

 800

 1,000

 1,200

 1,400

 1,600

 1,800

 2,000

Year 2016

Year 2017

Year 2018



Estimates of homelessness 

• 2018 PIT Count: 
• 552,830 people nationwide 

(second consecutive increase, btw) 

• 1,405 in Montana 

• 2018 UDS 
• 5,177 people experiencing homelessness in 

Montana, 3.5x the PIT

Sources: 
2018 AHAR
HRSA Data Warehouse 

https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2018-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/uds/datacenter.aspx


Legal Need in Montana 

1 : 12,133
One legal services attorney for every 

12,133 Montanans living in poverty

1 : 274
One private attorney for every 

274 Montanans over 125% of federal poverty line



The Montana Health 
Justice Partnership

• Montana PCA

• Montana Legal Services

• Northwest Montana CHC

• Community Health Care 
Center

• Bullhook CHC 

• Montana Ag. Worker 
Health & Services

• Bighorn Valley Health 
Center

• Southwest Montana CHC





2019 Case Types and Level of Service
I-HELP

Income & Insurance Housing & Utilities

Education & Employment Legal Status

Personal & Family Stability

210

28

2

2

Legal Assistance – 242 closed cases

Counsel & Advice
Brief Service
Adminstrative Agency Decision
Extensive Service



Health Centers and Housing
Screening for those who are experiencing homelessness 

Screening for social determinants of health and health harming 
legal needs (includes housing questions) 

Providing “enabling services” for housing 

Participating in community efforts to establish and support 
permanent supportive housing 

Some are looking at ways to incorporate affordable housing into 
new construction or clinic remodels

Supporting DPHHS’s efforts around establishing a housing support 
benefit in Medicaid



Questions, Comments?  
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